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Welcome to the 2025 CCSC Eastern Conference
Welcome to the Consortium for Computing Sciences in Colleges (CCSC)

Eastern’s 41st Annual Regional Conference, hosted this year by Arcadia Uni-
versity in Glenside, PA. We are so happy to welcome all of you to North Philly!
On behalf of the CCSC Eastern Region and the program committee, we greatly
appreciate all the submissions for papers, posters, workshops, panels, and nifty
ideas.

We have been working since the beginning of the year to prepare for the
conference. We have participants coming from at least 30 different organiza-
tions. While the CCSC committee ensured the highest quality of the materials
selected for presentations and demonstrations, the Arcadia faculty, staff, and
students worked to prepare the locations for the event. We hope you enjoy the
activities planned during these two days, and you have a chance to visit the
Castle!

It is also a great honor to have Dr. Chen Chaomei from Drexel University
as the conference’s keynote speaker, inspiring us with the topics of Macro-
scopic Patterns of Change. Additionally, it is a privilege to have Dr. Tom
Way, co-creator of Rephactor, as our banquet speaker with a stunning Magic
of Computer Science. We are so pleased to have both of them share their
experiences and thoughts on the state-of-the-art ideas and future of computer
science education. We are also thankful to our national sponsors, including the
ACM Committee for Computing Education in Community Colleges (CCECC)
and Blossoms AI.

This year, the conference’s steering committee received tremendous interest
in paper submission, and the committee members assembled in person in Glen-
side this past summer to finalize acceptance decisions. We received 22 faculty
papers, and 16 were accepted (72%) after double blind peer review. We also
have 9 faculty posters. Student submissions are at 4 papers and 30 posters.
We also accepted 3 panels, 2 workshops, and 2 Nifty Ideas/Lighting Talks. We
are excited about the wide variety of topics covered at the conference.

Lastly, as co-chairs of this year’s conference, we are very grateful and hon-
ored to work alongside the committee and Arcadia team to ensure this presti-
gious regional forum for computing sciences is a productive experience. We look
forward to meeting you at Arcadia and greatly appreciate your participation
and attendance.

Vitaly Ford and Yanxia Jia
Conference Co-Chairs and Hosts
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The Magic of Computer Science∗

Banquet

Tom Way, Ph.D., Rephactor and Villanova University

Speaker’s Bio

Tom Way is the co-creator of Rephactor, an interactive online textbook for
computer science. He is a soon-to-be Emeritus Professor at Villanova Univer-
sity, where he has taught for over two decades. A professional magician who
once paid his way through college performing magic mostly for children’s birth-
day parties, Tom now combines his expertise in computing and performance
to reveal the magic in computer science itself.

∗Copyright is held by the author/owner.
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Macroscopic Patterns of Change Abstract:
Disruptive technologies∗

Keynote

Dr. Chaomei Chen, Drexel University

Disruptive technologies—most visibly the current storm of AI—can forge
and force profound and swift changes. The value of once unique expertise may
diminish. The reliability of once trustworthy sources may become questionable.
In such an environment, adaptation is essential for regaining a competitive
edge. In this keynote, I will trace recurring macroscopic patterns of change
across art, science, and technology. These patterns reveal high-order insights.
With such meta-knowledge, we can better anticipate change, strengthen our
strategic position, and sustain lifelong learning—while enriching the pursuit of
our aspirations.

Speaker’s Bio

Dr. Chaomei Chen is a Professor of Information Science in the College of
Computing and Informatics at Drexel University in the USA. He is the Editor-
in-Chief of Information Visualization and the Field Chief Editor of Frontiers
in Research Metrics and Analytics. His research and scholarly expertise is in

∗Copyright is held by the author/owner.
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the visual analytic reasoning and assessment of critical information concern-
ing the structure and dynamics of complex adaptive systems. He authored
a series of books on various related topics, including Representing Scientific
Knowledge: The Role of Uncertainty (Springer 2017), The Fitness of Informa-
tion: Quantitative Assessments of Critical Information (Wiley, 2014), Turning
Points: The Nature of Creativity (Springer, 2011), Information Visualization:
Beyond the Horizon (Springer 2004, 2006), Mapping Scientific Frontiers: The
Quest for Knowledge Visualization (Springer 2003, 2013). He is the creator
of the widely used visual analytics software CiteSpace for visualizing and an-
alyzing structural and temporal patterns in scientific literature. His research
has been funded and sponsored by the National Science Foundation (NSF),
Elsevier, IMS Health, Lockheed Martin, and Pfizer. His earlier research was
funded by the European Commission, the Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council (UK), and the Library and Information Commission (UK).
He received a B.Sc. in Mathematics (Nankai University, China), an M.Sc. in
Computation (University of Oxford, UK) and a Ph.D. in Computer Science
(University of Liverpool, UK).
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